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The Center for International Strategic Studies
(CISS) Islamabad is Pakistan’s premier think tank
based in the scenic and serene city of Islamabad.
Through an excellent team of experts and
research professionals, we are dedicated to
highlighting the evolving regional and global
strategic issues and providing evidence-based
analyses and policy recommendations to promote
regional stability.

Since its establishment in 2010, CISS has been at
the forefront of thought leadership, conducting
in-depth research on issues including security,
nuclear non-proliferation, arms control,
geopolitics, and regional and global strategic
stability.

The ‘CISS Insight Journal’ is our high-impact
biannual HEC recognized research product. The
editorial and advisory board as well as the entire
panel of the Journal’s reviewers and contributors
consist of an impressive array of experts on
international relations and strategic studies both
within Pakistan and abroad.

Our strategic communication reaches out to the
knowledge community and our clientele through a
range of useful activities including conferences,
workshops, seminars, and roundtables, as well as
research work published in notable national and
international publications.

FOREWORD
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One of our principal activities consists of inviting opinion-makers as
guest speakers to share their leadership experience and intellectual
prowess.

All of these pursuits enable us to generate informed debates, provide
a new knowledge-based outlook, foster public awareness, forecast
the emerging challenges, and spell out better ways of building
positive and rational perceptions.
 
Within a short span of around a decade since its formation, CISS has
proven itself to be the voice of Pakistan’s strategic  community and is
moving from strength to strength on this path. 
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MISSION
STATEMENT

To conduct policy research,
analysis, and advocacy and highlight

the evolving regional and  global
strategic issues to promote peace

and stability.

CISS Annual Report Page 4



Functioning as a reliable source of data
& analysis

Seeking collaborations with relevant
national & International policy institutes 

& experts for exchange of ideas 
& knowledge

Promoting national
perspective on key domestic,
regional & international issues

Building capacity through mentorship,
training & internship programs

Providing a conducive research environment to
visiting scholars aimed at building perceptions &
connecting shared knowledge-based interests
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Despite the disruption in its work in the early
part of the year due to shifting to its new
premises, our Center had a busy and
productive year in 2023. 

MESSAGE OF THE
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR
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The new office premises exude a refreshing, peaceful, and
comfortable ambiance, creating an ideal work environment. Over the
year, the Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad
undertook a whole range of activities, including roundtable
discussions, an international conference, two workshops as well as
research work published in reputable international and national
forums.
 
Our Center hosted an important seminar titled ‘The Role of Nuclear
Energy in Climate Change Mitigation,’ on Thursday, 16 February 2023,
in honor of Dr Rafael Mariano Grossi, the Director General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), who was visiting Pakistan.
The valuable insights of the eminent speakers proved to be of
immense value for the selected group of participants including
scholars, professionals, researchers, and students.

Marking the 25th anniversary of Youm-e-Takbeer, CISS Islamabad
hosted some special activities including a video message from CISS
team, a seminar, and a Special Research Publication ‘Revisiting 25
Years of Youm-e-Takbeer and Fostering National Security and
Development.’
 
Remaining true to its commitment to individual and organizational
growth, CISS held an In-House Workshop Series in July 2023 on
‘Contemporary Research in Strategic Studies’ for the capacity
building of its team.



A series of engaging sessions, premised on encouraging the
use of better research methods, approaches, and ethics,
provided researchers with the perfect opportunity to hone
their knowledge and skills. 

CISS organized its 4th Summer Workshop on Strategic Matters
from 3-5 October 2023. The workshop aimed to promote
expertise and advance strategic thinking among our academic
community by connecting practitioners and academics from
across the country. There were participants from Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad.

In October 2023, the CISS delegation, under the leadership of
Executive Director Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, participated
in the Atoms4NetZero conference held at the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) headquarters in Vienna. The team
actively engaged in dialogues aimed at propelling the world
towards a Net Zero future by harnessing the potential of
nuclear energy and also organized CISS exhibition on sidelines
of the conference.

One of the major events organized this year was an
international workshop on international security hosted by the
CISS in collaboration with the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), Geneva. Notable national and
international personalities, think tank professionals,
academics, foreign policy experts and students participated in
the workshop held from 22-24 November 2023. 

We also organized a roundtable discussion with the Stimson
Center, Washington DC on the ‘Evolving Strategic Stability
Trends: Challenges and  Way Forward,’ on 7 December 2023. 
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The discussion brought forth the potential pathways forward,
emphasizing the need for cooperative strategies and informed
policymaking, while probing into the complexities and
interdependencies of security dynamics and strategic stability
in South Asia. The Director of South Asia Program of the
Stimson Center Elizbeth Threlkeld and other strategic analysts
presented their insightful thoughts on the subject.

Moreover, CISS research team produced valuable publications
besides actively participating in outreach activities. The Center
published two issues of its bi-annual research journal, CISS
Insight in June and December as in early years. 

CISS activities have had a profound impact on the academic
community, as well as think tanks and related institutions,
extending influence in digital media and public opinion.
Through its dynamic research initiatives and outreach
programs, we got considerable attention from traditional
media outlets, resulting in increased coverage of important
global issues and discussions. The active engagement of the
Center on social media platforms has increased its reach,
enabled the dissemination of scholarly insights, and promoted
meaningful dialogues among academics and the wider public.
CISS has become a valuable resource for shaping public
opinion on matters of international significance, contributing
to the international discourse and promoting informed
decision-making on both national and international levels.

The year has thus been highly productive for CISS in terms of
achieving its goal of contributing towards the creation of a
constructive national discourse on strategic and security
issues. CISS will remain committed to promoting the national
perspectives on key domestic, regional, and international
issues through empirical research and strategic outreach. 

Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi 
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CISS
STRATEGIC
OUTREACH 



CISS Islamabad organized a three-day international workshop on
‘Exploring New Frontiers in International Security: Cyber, AI and
Autonomy’ in collaboration with United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) from 22-24 November 2023.
 
The Workshop aimed to highlight the emerging trends of
convergence between technological development and
international security which include both opportunities and
challenges. The ongoing geopolitical shifts, escalating tensions
between states, and rapidly advancing technology in cyberspace
and AI are shaping the global security landscape. 

The Workshop will present a comprehensive outlook on these
issues through critical themes such as the security implications in
the world driven by cyber, AI, and autonomy, its humanitarian and
ethical angles, cyber threats to critical infrastructure, the
framework for responsible state behavior, and the multilateral
discourse on these subjects.

CISS International Workshop on 
Exploring New Frontiers in International

Security: Cyber, AI & Autonomy
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CISS Seminar on
Climate Change Mitigation & the Role of

Nuclear Energy
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CISS Islamabad organized the high profile seminar on ‘Climate
Change Mitigation and the Role of Nuclear Energy,’ on 16 February
2023.  The event was arranged during the visit of Director General
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Dr Rafael
Mariano Grossi to Pakistan. The Inaugural Session comprised the
keynote speeches of Director General Grossi and the guest of
honor Professor Ahsan Iqbal, the then Federal Minister of Pakistan
for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives.



During the Working Session, Ambassador (R) Shafqat Kakakhel,
Chairman BoG SDPI, delivered an insightful speech on the challenges
posed by climate change for the sustainable development of
Pakistan and the way forward. Mr Muhammad Naeem, Former
Chairman Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC), shared his
expertise and knowledge on Pakistan’s energy requirements,
available resources, and the role of nuclear energy in the energy mix. 

The role of the developed world in promoting nuclear energy in
Pakistan was also explored in depth by Ambassador (R) Zamir Akram,
Advisor to Strategic Plans Division (SPD) and Former Representative
of Pakistan to the UN. An engaging Q&A session ensued with
stimulating discussion. Ambassador (R) Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive
Director CISS, delivered concluding remarks that brought the
conducive and comprehensive seminar to a close. 

The valuable insights of the eminent speakers proved to be of
immense value for the diverse group of participants including
scholars, professionals, researchers, and students.

The key takeaways from the seminar are as follows:

Climate change is one of the biggest threats to the present and
future of humanity because of its direct impact on human
security. Pakistan is one of the nations most affected by climate
change, even though it is one of the least responsible for
contributing to it. The peaceful use of nuclear technology is a ray
of hope for managing this challenge.

 
Pakistan has an excellent track record of nuclear safety and
security and has a five-decades long experience of operating its
nuclear power plants. Its effective peaceful nuclear program
focuses on significant sectors of socioeconomic development
including energy, health, agriculture, biosciences, and
biotechnology.
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Nuclear energy provides it with a reliable solution to the two most
severe economic and social security issues, i.e., climate change
and environmental degradation.

In 2008, changes in the global strategic environment and the
Indo-US nuclear deal culminated in India getting a waiver from the
Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG). It was anticipated that the US
would not extend its support to Pakistan through IAEA or grant it a
waiver. As a diplomatic success, Pakistan concluded an
agreement with China for the six nuclear power plants that are
currently functioning.

Nuclear energy is a vital source for Pakistan to move away from
fossil fuels, as it is greener, cleaner, and safer, and its pollution is
even less than emissions from solar energy. Pakistan possesses
the technical and engineering capacity to build small nuclear
reactors in the future. The establishment of new nuclear plants
has strong political support in Pakistan.

Pakistan cherishes its longstanding partnership with IAEA,
cooperates with the agency through several initiatives, is well-
equipped to achieve sustainable clean energy goals, and will
continue contributing to a cleaner and safer world.

 
Nuclear power is a reliable, clean, and competitive source of
electricity. Pakistan must develop hydro, Thar coal, nuclear, and
renewable energy to meet the electricity demand. PAEC is
working to indigenize nuclear power technology.

 
Being a country that has contributed less than one percent to
climate change and has an abundance of coal, Pakistan would
undermine its interests if it were to voluntarily abandon the option
of using coal, given the contemporary geopolitical circumstances.
Emerging technology has ensured the reduction or possible
elimination of negative consequences of the use of coal. Hence,
this option should not be given up. 
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CISS AT 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC

ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA)
CONFERENCE



CISS team participated and read research
papers in IAEA’s 2nd International

Conference on Climate Change Mitigation
and Role of Nuclear Power 2023:

Atoms4NetZero 
held in Vienna 

9-13 October 2023



The CISS team engaged in crucial discussions on advancing
towards a Net Zero future through nuclear energy.

Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, the Executive Director of
CISS, was invited by the IAEA to speak at a high-level panel.

Dr Atia Ali Kazmi, Director Research, organized the CISS
exhibition at the conference.

Dr Rahat Iqbal and Anum A Khan, Associate Directors
Research and Abdul Moiz Khan, Research Officer

presented their research-based papers.

Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, along with Ambassador
Aftab Ahmed Khokher (Resident Representative of

Pakistan to the IAEA) met DG IAEA Rafael Grossi.

He recalled with pleasure his visit to Pakistan in February
2023, during which CISS hosted a seminar on ‘Climate

Change Mitigation and the Role of Nuclear Energy.

DG Grossi appreciated Pakistan’s contribution to IAEA’s
work and participation in the conference.
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The meeting of ED CISS with DG IAEA further strengthened
Pakistan’s active role in peaceful uses of nuclear energy

and activities related to it.

CISS exhibited its research and outreach products
by arranging a formal stall at the conference.

The exhibition stole the show as it attracted a large
number of visitors who appreciated Pakistan’s outstanding

role in peaceful uses of nuclear technology. 

The delegates who visited the stalls included high level
representatives from various organizations working on

peaceful uses of nuclear technology.

The ambassadors as well as officials from US, China, UK,
Bangladesh, India, Egypt, Guatemala, Türkiye, Italy, South

Africa and many others also visited the stall.
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4th CISS Summer Workshop For Trainers on
Strategic Matters

CISS Islamabad diligently pursues the task of disseminating useful
exposure about strategic matters to the knowledge community
across the country. The Center frequently engages with academia
and policy experts to develop and prevail positive narratives on
Pakistan’s nuclear program though its outreach initiatives. CISS has
been organizing the training workshop for trainers, including
academics and think tank professionals, since 2019.
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Keeping this objective in view, the 4th Workshop for
Trainers on Strategic Matters was organized from 3-5
October 2023. The discussion revolved around the
constituents of strategic stability in South Asia, the
global nuclear order, strategic export control regimes,
Pakistan's nuclear command and control and nuclear
doctrine, nuclear safety and security and Pakistan's
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Speakers included:
Lieutenant General Mazhar Jamil (R), Advisor National
Command Authority (NCA) and CISS
Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director CISS
Ambassador Riaz Mohammad Khan (R), Former
Foreign Secretary of Pakistan
Brigadier Zahir Kazmi, Director General Arms Control
and Disarmament Affairs, SPD
Brigadier Haroon Rashid (R), Director General
Strategic Export Control Division (SECDIV), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Pakistan
Dr Zafar Khan, Executive Director, Balochistan Think
Tank Network
Dr Atia Ali Kazmi, Director Research, CISS
Dr Rizwana Abbasi, Associate Professor, NUML



A little bit more
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CISS Summer Workshop for Learners 
on Strategic Matters

The CISS Summer Workshop for Learners was organized from 7-9
August 2023 to promote CISS vision, and to familiarize the students
of various levels, including Matric/Fsc, O/A Levels, and University
freshers, about the evolving global and regional strategic
environment, nuclear order, Pakistan’s nuclear policy and
deterrence, and the role of peaceful uses of nuclear technology in
Pakistan’s socioeconomic development. 

The workshop comprised a Learning Module on the first day, and
Study Tours on the second and third days . The lectures and visits to
Pakistan Institute of Engineering & Applied Sciences (PIEAS),
Pakistan Institute of Nuclear Science and Technology (PINSTECH),
and Institute of Space Technology (IST) were arranged especially to
invigorate the students – who were mainly from the disciplines of
natural as well as social sciences (law, political science, economics)
– in their future academic and professional pursuits. 
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The participants appreciated the workshop to be an
excellent exposure and stressed upon repeating and

expanding the initiative. While it was a first comprehensive
workshop for young learners conducted by CISS, it went off

very well. The students expressed appreciation regarding
the organization as well as the substance of the workshop.

This was thus a very successful project. 



CISS In-house Workshop on 
Contemporary Research in Strategic Studies

CISS Islamabad focuses on providing researchers with an
enabling environment to gain new skills and competency and
creating an impactful narrative on national security through
original and high-quality research, analysis, and strategic
outreach.

The workshop series aims to help the research staff develop the
necessary mindset, professional knowledge, strategies, and
skills. In short, the purpose is to support the participants in
professionally managing the entire research process from the
idea to the product.

CISS organized four-days in-house workshop from 18-25 July
2023. It revolved around discussions on topics based on
contemporary research in strategic studies by different
speakers.
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Ambassador 
Aftab Khokhar



CISS SPECIAL RESEARCH PUBLICATION 

Revisiting 25 Years of Youm-e-Takbeer
&

Fostering National Security and
Development

A comprehensive analysis of Pakistan's nuclear journey,
authored by our dedicated team members at CISS Islamabad.
It discovers the pivotal role of nuclear technology in national
security and its contributions to fostering development across
various sectors.

For more details, visit the CISS website.
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CISS-Stimson Center Roundtable on Evolving
Strategic Stability Trends: Challenges & Way

Forward
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Roundtable on 
IAEA’s Nuclear Safety Mechanism & its

Implementation in South Asia

CISS Roundtable on ‘IAEA’s Nuclear Safety Mechanism and its
Implementation in South Asia’ was held at the CISS Conference Room
on 27 September 2023. The objective of the roundtable was to
understand the IAEA’s safety mechanism and how it is followed by
Pakistan and India. Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, the Executive
Director of CISS gave his welcome remarks. Mr Nasir Mughal, Director
of Nuclear Safety at Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority, delivered
an extensive presentation on the ‘IAEA’s Nuclear Safety Mechanism.’
Dr Rahat Iqbal, Associate Director Research and Samran Ali, Research
Officer spoke on Nuclear Safety Mechanism in Pakistan and India,
respectively. Murad Ali, Research Officer, moderated the session. 

The key takeaways of the interactive roundtable are as follows:

Nuclear technology is becoming increasingly important as an
energy source as more states aspire to acquire this technology.
IAEA has set nuclear safety and security (NSS) standards and
protocols for countries that acquire nuclear technology for
peaceful purposes.

 
IAEA’s safety standards are an integrated, comprehensive,
consistent, and updated setup of high quality. They serve as a
global reference for protecting people and the environment.
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Pakistan as one of the founding members of the IAEA has used the
latter’s safety standards to regulate its nuclear and radiation
facilities and activities. While addressing a seminar at CISS, DG
IAEA Mr Grossi appreciated Pakistan’s efforts in harnessing
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and termed its civilian
nuclear setup as ‘world class.’

Pakistan’s Nuclear Regulatory Authority (PNRA) is an independent
regulatory body which works to ensure nuclear safety, radiation
protection, emergency preparedness, safe transport,
decommissioning of nuclear power plants, and waste
management.

 
India operates twenty-two nuclear power plants, out of which
eight are not under IAEA’s safeguards. This places a big question
mark on India’s nuclear program and possibility of diversion of
materials for military purposes. India is also constructing eleven
additional NPPs. Reportedly, four of them are not under IAEA
safeguards.

India has experienced nuclear accidents in the past that has
caused a loss of millions of dollars.

At a side event during the IAEA’s 67th General Conference 2023,
the International Nuclear Safety Advisory Group (INSAG) identified
several factors that will influence the future of nuclear safety.
These factors include climate change, the frequency of extreme
environmental events, technological advancements, and
geopolitical and economic developments. These issues are
shaping the future of nuclear safety, requiring efforts to adapt
and evolve continually.

CISS Annual Report Page 39



CISS Annual Report Page 40



CISS Islamabad organized a roundtable discussion on the ‘Military
Dynamics of the IOR’s Maritime Security: Imperatives for Pakistan’ on
16 August 2023. The discussion brought forth the altering strategic
environment of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) with a focus on
exploring implications for the South Asian security complex. The
Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director CISS, Vice Admiral
(R) Ahmed Saeed Director General of National Institute of Maritime
Affairs (NIMA), Commodore (R) Babar Bilal Haider, Director India
Ocean Study Center NIMA and CISS research team including Anum A
Khan, Associate Director Research and Abdul Moiz, Research Officer,
presented their insightful thoughts on the subject.

Roundtable on 
Military Dynamics of IOR’s Maritime Security:

Imperatives for Pakistan

The key takeaways of the interactive roundtable are as follows:

The Indian Ocean (IO), often called the economic lifeline of the
world, carries the lifeblood of international trade and harbors
diverse challenges ranging from traditional security threats to
emerging non-traditional concerns.

 
Pakistan is situated strategically within a dynamic environment
and must navigate these complex waters with a clear
understanding of the military factors at play to safeguard its
interests and contribute to the stability and prosperity of the
region.
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A complex web of geopolitical tensions and conflicts
characterizes the IOR, including the burgeoning US-India
partnership, simmering India-China disputes, the evolving role of
Saudi Arabia, intricate dynamics of Pakistan-India relations,
ongoing US-Russia engagements, and the presence of complex
issues in Yemen, Somalia, and Afghanistan. New entrants like
Israel have also established bases in the region. The proliferation
of nuclear arms, substantial naval buildups, and the evolving
global leadership dynamics further contribute to the multifaceted
landscape.

It is important to continue maintaining peaceful navigation,
harness continental shelves, and exploit marine resources.
Criminal activities, narcotics, human smuggling, piracy, and illegal
fishing are persistent challenges. These challenges are classified
under traditional and non-traditional categories, reflecting the
multifaceted security landscape of the region.

Pakistan’s maritime interests extend across the Arabian Sea, the
Gulf of Oman, the Gulf of Aden, and key strategic chokepoints.
These areas of operation and influence are critical to Pakistan’s
economic well-being and security.

 
The process of India introducing nuclear and emerging
technologies to the IO holds the potential to provide it with a
heightened offensive advantage.

 
India’s pursuit of emerging technologies, including the
development of cyber warfare capabilities, holds the potential to
reshape the dynamics of deterrence between India and Pakistan.

To establish a stable deterrence framework, both parties need to
possess an assured second-strike capability.
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Sea-based nuclear capabilities are a critical component of a
state’s second-strike capability, providing strategic stability.
These capabilities operate in opaque and non-detectable
environments, making them difficult to locate, especially in the IO.
Countries with this capability can effectively retaliate with nuclear
weapons even after absorbing an initial nuclear strike. Such
capabilities enhance a state’s security. 

India is one of the world’s largest arms importers, spending over
USD 100 billion between 2018 and 2022. India’s foreign policy and
diplomacy helped in its engagement with various countries,
including the Soviet Union, now Russia, the United States, and
France. India is benefiting from technological advancement in the
wake of increasing bonhomie with some Western states and this
land-based problem is now spilling over to the seas. 

Pakistan will not be given nuclear submarine technology soon.
Hence, it must depend on its resources and potential to develop
sea-based deterrence and assured second-strike capability. This
path requires political will.

South Asia, with its complexities and historical context, has long
been characterized by a precarious equilibrium. Nuclear
deterrence has played a pivotal role in maintaining stability and
preventing large-scale conflicts. The accelerating pace of
technological innovation is introducing new dimensions to this
equation. Hypersonic weapons, advanced sensors, disruptive
situational awareness technologies, drone swarms, robotics,
lasers, 5G, quantum computing, big data analytics, and network
centric cyber-attacks have revolutionized warfare.

The impact of artificial intelligence can extend to the strategic
sphere, altering power dynamics, shifting attitudes towards risk
and defense strategies, promoting a proactive approach to
offense, molding conflicts, and overseeing military operations. AI
holds sway at tactical, operational, and strategic levels.
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In the near to mid-term future, AI advancements are poised to
yield substantial benefits in two crucial domains: Nuclear
Command, Control, and Communication (NC3) and autonomous
systems for nuclear weaponry. Although AI might find a place in
the forthcoming conventional operations of India and Pakistan, it
is improbable that both countries will depend on AI for aiding
decision-making in the immediate future. 

The emergence of Lethal Autonomous Weapons prompts
concerns regarding escalation management within a nuclear
framework. Quantum technology might jeopardize the security of
nuclear secrets, making them susceptible to breaches. Quantum
radars could penetrate stealth modes of Ballistic missile
submarines (SSBNs) by utilizing magnetometers, quantum clocks,
and gravity gradiometers for detection.

 
Through its National Quantum Mission (NQM), India is working on
these technologies. Considering the nascent stage of quantum
technology in India, its reliability could be compromised,
potentially leading to inaccurate warnings or inadequate
responses to perceived threats. Such uncertainties could
inadvertently escalate crises between India and Pakistan.

The enhanced efficiency, precision, and rapidity the emerging
technologies bestow upon military systems will likely distress the
effectiveness of traditional deterrence and strategic stability in
the IOR.

 
While cyberspace has its benefits, it increases the challenges and
vulnerabilities of systems. Navies are expanding their reliance on
digital technology. However, it increases the threat of
cyberattacks on digitalized assets.
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In the IOR, the growing US-India partnership in cybersecurity can
strengthen India’s capabilities. Both countries have committed to
cooperating on a range of cyber issues, including preventing and
responding to cyber threats, promoting cybersecurity education
and awareness, and building resilient cyber infrastructure. 

Pakistan has to take measures for air-gapping the systems,
locating insider threats, ensuring that there are no data leaks or
cyberespionage attacks that can provide adversaries with secret
information, and guaranteeing that there have been no cyber
lapses during procurement or maintenance.
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Roundtable on 
JCPOA and its Implications on the Nuclear

Non-Proliferation Regime

CISS hosted Professor Dr Foad Izadi of Tehran University for a
roundtable discussion on ‘JCPOA and its Implications on the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Regime’, on 15 February 2023.
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Distinguished Lecture by 
Gen Zubair Mahmood Hayat (R) on ‘The Evolving

Operational Environment in South Asia’

CISS initiated an in-house guest lecture series with experts and  
thought leaders. This is keeping with CISS tradition of correcting
national and international perceptions on strategic issues while
promoting Pakistan’s perspective. 

 To begin the lecture series this year, CISS invited former CJCSC,
General Zubair Mahmood Hayat (R) on 23 January 2023.
Lieutenant  General Mazhar Jamil (R), (Advisor NCA and
Coordinator CISS) and Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi (Executive
Director CISS) chaired the session. Participants included Director
General Arms Control and Disarmament Affairs, CISS research
team and representatives from Strategic Vision Institute, CISSS,
Balochistan ThinkTank Network, and CISS AJK.

 The discussion mainly revolved around the contemporary global
and regional security environments, emerging challenges, and the
essentials of strategic communication. 
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The CISS Webinar was held on 13 December 2023 to
discuss the advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI), the
weaponization of cyberspace, hybrid warfare, LAWS,
and other technologies which have changed the
landscape of warfare, blurring the lines between war
and peace. The webinar outlined the emerging security
challenges and also generated a debate on exploring
different options for mitigating these threats.

EVOLVING WARFARE TECHNIQUES AS SECURITY
CHALLENGES: OPTIONS TO MITIGATE THREATS
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The CISS Webinar on ‘Preventing Arms Race in Outer
Space’ was held on 6 December 2023. The objective of
the webinar was to highlight the security interests of the
states in space and drivers of militarization of space, and
to analyze the current developments in the military
domain of space across major powers.

PREVENTING ARMS RACE IN THE OUTER SPACE
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The CISS Webinar was held on 29 November 2023 to
discuss the Asia-Pacific region, where the cooperation and
confrontation among states will decide the  strategic
stability. The webinar highlighted that US and China, as
significant players for regional peace, and their bilateral
and multilateral engagement are necessary for the balance
of power in the region.

EMERGING ALLIANCES IN ASIA PACIFIC: 
IMPACT ON STRATEGIC STABILITY
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The CISS Webinar was held on 15 November 2023 to
discuss the concept of minilateralism, which is defined
as the strategic convergence of a few states united by
shared interests or common challenges. It highlighted
that minilateral groupings, which have been designed to
address pressing regional security concerns, including
US-China tensions, territorial disputes, and crises, offer a
pragmatic and focused approach to some of the most
pressing challenges of contemporary era.

RISE OF MINILATERALISM AND THE FUTURE OF
MULTILATERALISM IN ASIA PACIFIC
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Executive Director Ambassador Ali
Sarwar Naqvi was interviewed 

by following channels



PM’s offer of talks to India

Kashmir Magazine Program

PTV World’s 10th anniversary

75th Anniversary of Pak-Russia 
Diplomatic Relations

Doha Talks on Afghanistan

G20 meeting in Srinagar, IIOJK

Pak-Türkiye relations

US-Iran talks through Oman

Pakistan’s Foreign Policy

G-20 Summit in India

Canada-India tension

Executive Director 
Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi spoke 

on following topics on PTV Network

CISS Annual Report Page 56



Pakistan’s assistance for
earthquake affectees in Turkey

Pak-Iran relations

Palestinian and Kashmiris’
struggle

Pak-Kuwait relations

Review of Pakistan’s
foreign policy in year 2023

Pak-China relations and CPEC

Israeli Minister’s entry into
Al-Aqsa Mosque

PM’s offer of talks to India

Indian atrocities in Kashmir

Iran-KSA rapprochement
assisted by China

World Economic Forum

Pakistan’s interaction with US

G20 meeting in Srinagar,
IIOJK

PM’s visit to Azerbaijan

PM’s speech on the SCO
virtual summit in India

Chinese Vice Prime
Minister’s visit

Turkish Ambassador’s proposal
for cultural cooperation

PM’s visit to New York for
UNGA

Foreign policy and notice to
illegal refuges to leave

Israel-Gaza Conflict

SCO meeting

Executive Director 
Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi spoke
on following topics on  Radio Pakistan

OIC Summit on Gaza situation
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Greece sea tragedy resulting in
deaths of Pakistani illegal immigrants

Kashmir Solidarity Day

Cipher telegram issue

PM’s address at the UN General
Assembly

Canada-India tension

1

2

3

5

4

Israel-Gaza conflict 6

Executive Director 
Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi 

spoke on following topics on  Bol TV
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SOCIAL MEDIA IMPACT
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Expert Analyses

Articles and Blogs

Professional Commentaries

Special Research Publications

Strategic Views

06 Infographics



DISSEMINATION
To effectively disseminate content and reach its target audience,
CISS  leverages the following digital platforms:

Threads

Instagram

CISS
Channels

X

WhatsApp

YouTube

Facebook

CISS Website

LinkedIn

Email
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TOP SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS

X 12K Facebook 12K

LinkedIn 1250 Whatsapp 500

IMPRESSIONS/YEAR 2023

0.6 MLN 40K 50K

Instagram 250 Threads 50

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
0

50000

100000

150000

200000

IMPRESSIONS/MONTH
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Education
33%

Research
25.8%

Business
19.6%

Media
14.4%

Community
7.2%

VISITOR
DEMOGRAPHICS
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CISS  AUDIENCE

International & National
Knowledge Community

Researchers & Analysts

Policymakers

Academia

Key Stakeholders of
Strategic Community

Students

Journalists &
Other Professionals
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1 Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director CISS, gave lecture on
‘Pakistan and the IAEA’ at CISSS Karachi

2
ED CISS spoke at the Webinar on ‘DG IAEA’s visit to Iran and Prospects of

the JCPOA,’ at ISSI Islamabad

3
ED CISS chaired a session at Seminar on ‘Socio-Economic and Political

Developments of Pakistan and Way Forward,’ at BTTN Quetta

4
Dr Atia Ali Kazmi, Director Research, attended a ‘CWC Review Conference

OPCW,’ in The Hague, Netherlands

5
Dr Rahat Iqbal, Associate Director Research, delivered lecture on ‘India-

Pakistan Relations,’ at Riffah University, Islamabad

6
ED CISS spoke at the roundtable on ‘US-China Rivalry and South Asia’ at

ISSRA, NDU Islamabad

7 Director Research CISS was invited for the ‘IISS Shangri-La Dialogue 2023’

8
ED CISS delivered lecture to participants of Regular Officer’s Course on

Military Diplomacy at the Pakistan Naval War College, Lahore

9
Samran Ali, Research Officer, participated in ‘21st edition of ESARDA

Course on Nuclear Safeguards and Non-Proliferation’

10
Dr Muhammadi, Associate Director Research, attended a seminar as

guest speaker on ‘Non-Traditional Security Challenges, at MY University,’
Islamabad

11 Director Research CISS visited CACDA, CICIR, and CCG in China and
discussed avenues for collaboration

12

Anum A Khan, Associate Director Research, presented online on
‘Geostrategic Landscape of South Asia’ at the launch of South and

Southeast Asia Security Research Centre (SSEASRC) at the University of
Buckingham, UK

 RESEARCH-BASED LINKAGES
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25
Dr Muhammadi spoke on ‘Gaza Under Siege: Humanitarian Catastrophe of

Israel Aggression’ at Roundtable by Riphah Institute of Public Policy,
Islamabad

26
Dr Rahat Iqbal spoke on Kashmir Black Day at Webinar organized by

Pakistan’s Mission to UN in New York on ‘Jammu and Kashmir: A valley
without rights’

27

Dr Muhammadi presented research abstract on ‘Perceptions on Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy & its Role in Achieving SDGs: A Case Study of

Pakistan’ at Karakoram International University International Conference on
Climate-Induced Natural Disasters & Mitigation

28
ED CISS spoke on ‘Introducing the Framework for Responsible State

Behavior’ at CISS-UNIDIR International Workshop

29
Dr Muhammadi presented on ‘Application of International Humanitarian Law

in Cyberspace: Challenges and the way forward’ at CISS-UNIDIR
International Workshop 

30
Abdul Moiz Khan, Research Officer,  presented on ‘Cyberthreats to Critical

Infrastructure: Risk Scenarios and Mitigation Measures’ at CISS-UNIDIR
International Workshop

31 M Ali Baig , Research Officer, spoke on ‘AI & Autonomy: Current Trends &
Security Implications’ at CISS-UNIDIR International Workshop

32 Dr Atia Ali Kazmi, moderated session on ‘Multilateral Discourse on AI &
Autonomy’ at CISS-UNIDIR International Workshop

33 Murad Ali, Research Officer, presented on ‘Multilateral Discourse on AI
and Autonomy’ at CISS-UNIDIR International Workshop

34
ED CISS delivered a lecture on ‘Pakistan’s Foreign Policy and National

Security’ at Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad

35 Syed Ali Abbas, Research Officer, attended the 6th edition of Maritime
Security Workshop at Pakistan Navy War College, Lahore
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36
ED CISS called on Ambassador Brix, President of Diplomatic Academy of

Austria, Vienna

37
ED CISS spoke on High Level Panel in Special Session of IAEA Conference,

Vienna

38
ED CISS met with Mr Rahul Roy, Senior Fellow South Asian Program

International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS), London

39
ED CISS called on Pakistan High Commissioner Dr Faisal in Pakistan High

Commission, UK

40 ED CISS attended dinner hosted by Oxford Rhodes Trust, London

41
Dr Atia Ali Kazmi was invited as Delegate Speaker to the 16th IISS-NESA
‘Track 1.5’ South Asia Security Conference – Building Regional Security,’

Muscat 

42
Dr Atia Ali Kazmi spoke on ‘Trends in Pakistan-China Relations’ at IISS-

NESA Conference, Muscat

43
Ms Anum A Khan presented paper on ‘Evaluating Small Modular Reactors

For Mitigating Climate Change’ at IAEA Conference, Vienna

44
Mr Abdul Moiz Khan presented paper on ‘Mitigating Climate Change

through Nuclear Energy: Policies and Options for Sustainable
development of Pakistan’ at IAEA Conference, Vienna

45
Dr Rahat Iqbal presented paper on ‘Climate Change and Nuclear Energy’

at IAEA Conference, Vienna

46
Fakhar Alam, Research Officer, participated in the CTBTO-CENESS

Research Fellowship in 2023
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JULY 2023 (SUMMER EDITION)



Research Journal
CISS Insight Journal of Strategic Studies 

CISS Insight Vol. 12, No.1, July 2023 (Summer Edition) 
Research Articles 

The Efficacy of Pakistan’s Full Spectrum Deterrence, by Amber
Afreen Abid

1.

Nuclear Deterrence and National Security in the Twenty-First
Century, by Samran Ali & Amna Saqib 

2.

The Impact of AUKUS on Strategic Stability in the Asia Pacific, by
Arooj Fatima Kazmi

3.

Great Power Competition in the Arctic Region and Changing
Regional Dynamics, by Zain Hyder Shah

4.

Role of Arms Control and Disarmament in Achieving Human
Security, by Amos Ojo Adedeji

5.

Book Reviews

Hybrid Warfare: Security and Asymmetric Conflict in International
Relations, Mikael Weissmann, Niklas Nilsson, Björn Palmertz and
Per Thunholm, reviewed by Farzana Waheed

1.

The Blind Strategist: John Boyd and the American Art of War,
Stephen Robinson, reviewed by Mohsin Ali

2.

The Security Imperative: Pakistan’s Nuclear Deterrence and
Diplomacy, Zamir Akram, reviewed by Dr Rahat Iqbal

3.

The multidisciplinary, peer reviewed, HEC recognized biannual CISS
Journal was established in 2013. It covers research articles on myriad  
issues including arms control and disarmament, nuclear
nonproliferation, peaceful uses of nuclear technology, strategic trade
management, nuclear safety and security, nuclear policy, strategic
stability, emerging technologies, space-based systems, and
international and regional security as well as political matters. Two
issues were published in 2023, as follows: 
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OURNALJCISS INSIGHT
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Research Journal
CISS Insight Journal of Strategic Studies 
CISS Insight Vol. 13, No.2, December 2023 (Winter Edition) 
Research Articles 

Contemporary Challenges to Nuclear Deterrence in South Asia, by
Zeeshan Hayat, Misbah Arif

1.

China and the Middle East: Strengthening Relations and Regional
Stability, by Atiqa Tariq

2.

Emerging Technologies and the Threat to South Asian Security by
Dr Summar Iqbal Babar, Abu Hurrairah Abbasi

3.

Climate Diplomacy: Viability of Pakistan-India Cooperation, by
Sadeer Ahmad

4.

Weaponization of the Final Frontier: Security Challenges and
Prospects of Regulations, by Ghazala Yasmeen Jalil

5.

Book Reviews

The Future of Geography: How Power and Politics in Space Will
Change Our World, Tim Marshall, reviewed by Syed Ali Abbas

1.

Atlas of AI: Power, Politics, and the Planetary Costs of Artificial
Intelligence, Kate Crawford, reviewed by Malik Muhammad Kashif

2.

Maritime Cybersecurity: A Guide for Leaders and Managers, Gary
C Kessler & Steven D Shepard, reviewed by Ayesha Abrar

3.

US Presidents and Cold War Nuclear Diplomacy, Aiden Warren &
Joseph M Siracusa: A Guide for Leaders and Managers, Gary C
Kessler & Steven D Shepard, reviewed by Raheela Kokab

4.

Saffron Republic: Hindu Nationalism and State Power in India,
Thomas Blom Hansen & Srirupa Roy, reviewed by Fatima Azhar

5.

Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, Fareed Zakaria, reviewed
by Tahir Abbas

6.

The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine, Rashid Khalidi, reviewed by
Arhama Siddiqa

7.
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Multilateral arms control agreements, involving all NPT Nuclear
Weapon States, would set a precedent for arms control norms in the
21st century. It could serve as a model for future arms control
agreements involving not only nuclear weapons but also emerging
technologies like cyber capabilities and artificial intelligence, which
are increasingly relevant to modern warfare.

For latest Issue, visit the CISS website.

CISS STRATEGIC  VIEW
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Pakistan has an excellent track record of nuclear safety and security
and has a five-decades long experience of operating its nuclear
power plants. Its effective peaceful nuclear program focuses on
significant sectors of socioeconomic development including energy,
health, agriculture, biosciences, and biotechnology. Nuclear energy
provides it with a reliable solution of the two most severe economic
and social security issues, i.e., climate change and environmental
degradation.

For more details, visit the CISS website.

REPORT ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION 

AND THE ROLE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

CISS Annual Report Page 74



The changing security dynamics of the Asia-Pacific region have been
a subject of significant interest and concern in recent years. Various
factors, including China’s rise as a global power, the intensification of
rivalries between major powers like the United States, China, and
Russia, and the emergence of non-traditional security challenges
such as terrorism, environmental degradation, transnational crime,
and cybersecurity, have contributed to the evolving security
landscape in the region.

For more details, visit the CISS website.

SPEECH BY 
CHAIRMAN JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

GENERAL SAHIR SHAMSHAD MIRZA 
AT THE SHANGRI-LA DIALOGUE
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CISS BLOG

CISS blog works as a forum to feature a variety of expert opinions and
inspiring analyses on events and issues having national and
international significance. We welcome well written shades of
opinion covering a wide spectrum of strategic, geopolitical,
diplomatic, and geoeconomics spheres.

For further details, visit the CISS website.
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How AUKUS and Quad Challenge the Security Architecture
of the Indian Ocean Region: Options for Pakistan

by Murad Ali

COP27 Commitments and Climate Change in Pakistan
by Dr Muhammadi

India’s Act of False Normalcy and Possible Regional Tensions 
by Saba Batool

Enabling Environment for Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy in
Pakistan by Dr Rahat Iqbal

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC):
Too Little, Too Late?  by Abdul Moiz Khan

The India-Israel-Qatar Spying Saga by Muhammad Ali Baig

The Ukraine War: A Bane for Non-Proliferation, Disarmament,
and Arms Control? by Mobeen Jafar Mir

Exploring Accountability and Imperative Call for
Convention on CCW Framework to Protect Civilians 

by Muhammad Ali Baig

Ababeel: A Compassion Arise following constant
development of the Indian Ballistic Missile Defense System

by Abdul Moiz Khan

A Promising Future for Pakistan: Women in Security by Anum
A Khan

ARTICLES
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From Paper to Progress: Navigating the Challenges of G20’s
New Connectivity Plan by Amna Saqib and Syed Ali Abbas

Why India’s bloc politics does not bode well for SCO 
by Mobeen Jafar Mir and Maryyum Masood

The Underlying Assumptions and Facts Behind Indian Nuclear
Tests  by Samran Ali

Shadow of Russia-Ukraine Conflict on Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Regime by Fakhar Alam

India-US: Rebounding Strategic Ties  by Huma Rehman

Missiles Misfiring: Indian Incompetence and Negligence
by Abdul Moiz Khan

Indian Policy of Organizing International Summits at
Disputed Venues May Hamper Regional Peace and Stability

by Dr Muhammadi

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Paradox
by Samran Ali

Alliance over Democracy: Shared Values or Compromised
Principles? by Saba Batool

Hindutva Institutionalized: BJP’s Policies Beyond 2024
Elections by Amna Saqib and Syed Ali Abbas
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International Day Against Nuclear Testing: Where Does South
Asia Stand? by Samran Ali

Reorientation of Priorities in Asia Pacific by Dr Muhammadi

Building Pakistan’s Soft Image by Mobeen Jafar Mir

Stalled Diplomacy: Assessing the Impasse in US-China Relations
by Amna Saqib and Syed Ali Abbas

Emerging Cyber Threats: Safeguarding National Security in
the Digital Age by Muhammad Ali Baig

NATO in the Asia Pacific: Risks or Gains? by Samran Ali

Rethinking Deterrence in the Age of Artificial Intelligence
by Anum A Khan

Military Axes in Asia Pacific can Destabilize South Asia
by Maryyum Masood and Amna Saqib

Can AUKUS Spark Security Dilemma in the Asia Pacific? 
by Murad Ali

Research Paper: Central Asia and the Great Power Politics: An
Analysis of China’s National Interest in the Region and US

Approach to China by Dr Muhammadi, Dr Rahat Iqbal and Dr
Hashim Ali
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