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OBJECTIVES

Promote the national perspective on key

@ domestic, regional and international

issues through research and outreach

Seek collaborations with relevant
national and international policy
institutes for the exchange of ideas and
knowledge

| . .

10 Function as a reliable source
@ o of data and analysis
|

0 Facilitate capacity-building through
é& mentorship, training, and internship
= programs

Provide a conducive research
environment to visiting scholars aimed
at building perceptions and connecting
shared knowledge-based interests



Strategic stability, deterrence &
nuclear policy

Arms control, disarmament & nuclear
nonproliferation

Emerging technologies & cyberspace

Nuclear safety & security







CISS IN-HOUSE WORKSHOP ON PAKISTAN'S NORTHERN
FRONTIER: GEOSTRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF GILGIT-
BALTISTAN

Center for International Strategic Studies
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The Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad organized In-
house ‘Pakistan’s Northern Frontier: Geostrategic Significance of Gilgit-Baltistan’
at CISS Orchard House on 12 January 2024. The in-house workshop highlighted
the geostrategic and geo-economic potential of Gilgit-Baltistan. While discussing
various federal government efforts, the speakers highlighted the importance of
constitutional steps, i.e., the Self-governance Order 2009 and provisional
provincial status via the Government of Gilgit-Baltistan Order 2018, as positive
signs towards granting constitutional rights to the region.

For details:  https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-in-house-workshop-on-pakistans-northern-
frontier-geostrategic-significance-of-gilgit-baltistan/



9TH CISS~-1ISS INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
"STRATEGIC STABILITY AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES:
ADDRESSING THE RISK OF CONFLICT
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The Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad organized 9th

CISS-IISS International workshop on ‘Strategic Stability and Emerging

Technologies: Addressing the Risk of Contlict held at Serena Hotel, Islamabad on
6th March 2024. This was the 9th joint workshop with the London-based think
tank IISS. CISS is the only think tank in Pakistan which has a partnership with
[ISS, London.

For dotailt https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-international-workshop-on-exploring-

new-frontiers-in-international-security-cyber-ai-and-autonomy/
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CISS SUMMER WORKSHOP ON STRATEGIC MATTERS
FOR KIU DELEGATION

i

The Center for International Strategic Studies Islamabad recently held a five-day
workshop on strategic matters, featuring delegations from Karakoram
International University Gilgit and University of Baltistan, Skardu from 12-15
February, 2024 The discussions explored the evolving global and regional
security environments, the significance of nuclear deterrence, and strategic
stability in South Asia, with particular emphasis on the impacts of global power
competition, notably the Sino-US rivalry in the Asia-Pacific region.

The presentations shed light on the challenges to strategic stability posed by
India's military developments and its refusal to engage in peace initiatives,
alongside Pakistan's commitment to a peaceful South Asia and its reliance on
nuclear deterrence as a defense strategy. Additionally, the workshop addressed
the use of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes in Pakistan, the socio-
economic benetfits derived from it, and the geostrategic significance of Gilgit-
Baltistan.
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CISS SUMMER WORKSHOP FOR LEARNERS ON
STRATEGIC MATTERS

The Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad organized
‘Workshop for Learners on Strategic Matters’ held at CISS Orchard House from
6-8 August 2024, providing a unique exposure to the evolving global and

regional strategic environment, nuclear order, Pakistan’s nuclear policy and
deterrence, and the role of peaceful uses of nuclear technology in Pakistan’s
socioeconomic development.

For details: https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-summer-workshop-for-learners-on-strategic-
matters/



STH CISS SUMMER WORKSHOP FOR TRAINERS ON
STRATEGIC MATTERS
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The Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad organized
‘5th Annual Workshop for Trainers on Strategic Matters’ held at CISS
Orchard House from 3-5 September 2024, fostering expertise and advance

strategic thinking among our academic peers and contributors to the field
by connecting practitioners and academics from Lahore, Peshawar, Swabi,
Bahawalpur and Islamabad.

For details: https:/ciss.org.pk/5th-ciss-workshop-for-trainers-on-strategic-matters/



EVENTS & ADVOCACY




CISS DEBATE COMPETITION 2024

In celebration of the 26th anniversary of Youm-e-Takbeer, CISS organized a

Debate Competition on 24 May 2024, that brought together students from various
social sciences disciplines, including Political Science, International Relations,
Strategic Studies, and Peace and Contflict Studies, from Pakistan's leading
universities. This event provided a dynamic platform for young scholars to engage
in thoughtful discourse on critical strategic issues, reflecting the significance of
this historic day.



STRATEGIC KNOWLEDGE COMPETITION 2024

e, e
. e L AL
T

3Hd : =

i

In honor of the 26th anniversary of Youm-e-Takbeer, CISS organized the Strategic
Knowledge Competition on 07 June 2024, that brought together 16 departments
from various social sciences disciplines, including Political Science, International

Relations, Strategic Studies, and Peace and Conflict Studies, from Pakistan's
leading universities.



COMMEMORATING YOUM-E-TAKBEER 2024

@ Center For International Strategic Studies Islamabad

CISS organized a seminar on "Commemorating Youm-e-Takbeer 2024," on 28 May

2024, which provided a platform to reflect on the historical, political, scientific,
and social implications of May 28th. The event attracted a distinguished audience,
including notable statesmen, think tank professionals, academics, foreign policy
experts, former diplomats, and university students.



THE CHANGING GLOBAL ORDER AND ITS
IMPLICATIONS

Center for International Strategic Studies
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CISS Islamabad hosted Dr Werner Fasslabend, President of the Austrian Institute
for European and Security Policy (AIES), on 12 March 2024 for an insightful in-
house discussion on The Changing Global Order and its Implications. The
dialogue underscored the importance of strategic foresight and adaptability in
navigating the challenges and opportunities presented by shifts in global power
structure, technological advancement, and security threats. Ambassador Ali
Sarwar Naqvi, ED CISS, welcomed the worthy guests and discussed several areas
of mutual interest and prospects for collaboration between CISS and AIES Austria.
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LEADERSHIP & ADAPTIVE CHALLENGES: ABILITIES
FORTHRIVINGIN ACHANGING WORLD

CISS Islamabad was privileged to welcome Dr Iftikhar Zaidi, Senior Lecturer in
Leadership & Strategy at Cranfield University's School of Defence & Security, on 3 April
2024, for a lecture on 'Leadership & Adaptive Challenges: Abilities for Thriving in a
Changing World. Dr Zaidi shared insightful perspectives, highlighting that true leadership
transcends mere guidance; it involves cultivating the leaders of tomorrow. He stressed the
importance of leadership that nurtures growth and unlocks potential in others.



21



PAKISTAN'S PERSPECTIVE ON THE KASHMIR
AND PALESTINE CONFLICT
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Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director CISS, talked about Pakistan's perspective
on the Kashmir and Palestine conflict' at a seminar on 12 January 2024, at the Area Study
Center, Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad. He stated that Pakistan’s stance on the Kashmir
and Palestine conflicts revolves around the principles of self-determination, opposition to
occupation, and the pursuit of just and peaceful resolutions through diplomatic means.


https://x.com/NaqviAliSarwar

PAKISTAN'S STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT

Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director CISS, discussed Pakistan's strategic
environment, talked about ‘at a roundtable organized by IISS, London on 8 July, 2024.
He highlighted the Pakistan's security challenges and potential opportunities. He emphasized
that with stability at home and thoughtful long-term policymaking, Pakistan can leverage its
geostrategic position to act as a regional peacemalker. Despite provocations from India,
Pakistan remains committed to peaceful coexistence and defense of its sovereignty.
Ambassador Naqvi reiterated Pakistan's proposal for Strategic Restraint Regime (SRR) to
establish durable peace, prevent an arms race, and enhance stability in South Asia.


https://x.com/NaqviAliSarwar
https://x.com/IISS_org
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CISS Insigh
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BIANNUAL RESEARCH JOL

CISS Insight is a peer-
reviewed, multidisciplinary,
biannual HEC Recognized (Y)
Research Journal published
by the Center for
International Strategic
Studies (CISS) Islamabad. The
Center believes that there is
now a need for objective and
impartial analyses and
assessments of international
issues from a Pakistani
perspective. The journal
publishes articles that help in
understanding of the current
international strategic issues
within Pakistan and abroad.

https://www.journal.ciss.org.pk/index.php/ci

For Current Iss
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In the 2019 Kashmir crisis, later the BrahMos inc
Iranian misadventure, Pakistan has amply show
respond promptly to provocations. While Pakista
the future, it may go for the quid-pro-quo (Ql
Pakistan remains alive to the pulsating threat
irresponsible actions, will take all steps to maintai

For this Issue:

https://ciss.org.pk/crisis-escalation-and-de-escalatio
brahmos-incident-ciss-strategic-view-iii-march-202



The Indian Air Force's launch of a nuclear
missile into Pakistans Mian Channu in
controversy. Following a Delhi High Court v
IAF's response suggests the launch was
challenging the initial claims of an accide
inadvertence arising from negligence, w
without intention. This analysis by Dr Atia
was unlikely accidental, posing serious i
between nuclear nations. This unpreceden
vigilance and reflection among all nuclear p

For this Issue:

https://ciss.org.pk/accidental-inadvertent-or-deli



ors of Indian nuclear warheads, building

and acquiring MIRV capability is an
er-force pre-emptive nuclear strikes, which
potential nuclear war with catastrophic
ond. This will be a sharp ‘coup-de-grace’ to
India dyad, where the onus of maintaining
istan through a measured and restrained

For this Issue:

https://ciss.org.pk/drivers-of-indian-mirv-ciss-strategic-view-v/
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For this Issue:

rategic View

an due to the US discouraging other countries
posing sanctions against Pakistani entities
onomic progress of the nation. This is starkly
turned towards India despite its ongoing
ensitive military technologies. This imbalance
d fosters regional instability by skewing the
S strategy could also trigger significant shifts
ent policy in Pakistan. Such inconsistencies
airness of global non-proliferation objectives

https://ciss.org.pk/geopolitical-bias-and-the-differential-treatment-

strategic-view-vi/




nual Report 2023

s captures a glimpse of the impactful initiatives
roughout the year, including quality research,
¢ outreach.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/PDFs/Annual Report 2023-web.pdf


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-insight-journal/

Report Military Dynamics of the IOR’s
Maritime Security: Imperatives for Pakistan
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CISS Islamabad organized a roundtable discussion on the 'Military Dynamics of
the IOR’s Maritime Security: Imperatives for Pakistan. The discussion brought
forth the altering strategic environment of the [OR with a focus on exploring
implications for the South Asian security complex. The participants sought to
foster a comprehensive and informed dialogue on the critical issue of maritime
security. Critical matters including the role of emerging technologies, naval
modernization, cyber capabilities, undersea warfare, and uncrewed underwater
vehicles in enhancing or challenging sea-based deterrence, were critically
analyzed.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/PDFs/CISS_Roundtable_Report-Military Dynamics of IOR-web.pdf


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-insight-journal/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-rise-of-minilateralism-and-the-future-of-multilateralism-in-asia-pacific/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-rise-of-minilateralism-and-the-future-of-multilateralism-in-asia-pacific/

Report on Rise of Minilateralism and the
Future of Multilateralism in Asia Pacific

The Center for International Strategic Studies (CISS) Islamabad organized a
webinar on ‘Rise of Minilateralism and the Future of Multilateralism in Asia
Pacific.” The discussion explored the concept of minilateralism, highlighting a
pivotal shift from broad, multilateral agreements to more targeted collaborations
among a select group of states. As minilateralism gains momentum, the webinar
raised crucial questions about the future balance and effectiveness of
multilateralism in shaping the geopolitical landscape of the Asia Pacific.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-rise-of-minilateralism-and-the-future-of-
multilateralism-in-asia-pacific/


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-rise-of-minilateralism-and-the-future-of-multilateralism-in-asia-pacific/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-rise-of-minilateralism-and-the-future-of-multilateralism-in-asia-pacific/

Report on Nuclear Safety
the International Atomic
and its Implementation

The Center for International Strategic Studies
roundtable on ‘Nuclear Safety Mechanism at I
South Asia.” The discussion emphasized the i
IAEA’s nuclear safety mechanisms in South Asia,
powers and includes states like Bangladesh, whic
The roundtable explored how these mechanis
highlighting their crucial role in ensuring the
resources in this geopolitically significant region
increasingly vital.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-nuclear-safety-me
atomic-energy-agency-and-its-implementation-in-s


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-nuclear-safety-mechanism-at-the-international-atomic-energy-agency-and-its-implementation-in-south-asia/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-nuclear-safety-mechanism-at-the-international-atomic-energy-agency-and-its-implementation-in-south-asia/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-nuclear-safety-mechanism-at-the-international-atomic-energy-agency-and-its-implementation-in-south-asia/

Security Challenges: Options to

Reporton Evolving Warfare T

The Center for International Strategic Studies (CI
roundtable discussion on ‘Evolving Warfare Techniq
Options to Mitigate Threats.” The session provide
experts, policymakers, and thought leaders to explore
modern warfare. The discussion focused on navigatin
contemporary security challenges and their implic
plays a critical role in the global security architecture.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-evolving-warfare-tech
challenges-options-to-mitigate-threats/


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-evolving-warfare-techniques-as-security-challenges-options-to-mitigate-threats/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-evolving-warfare-techniques-as-security-challenges-options-to-mitigate-threats/

Report on Emerging Allianc
Pacific: Impact on Strate

The Center for International Strategic Studies (C
webinar on ‘Emerging Alliances in Asia Pacific: |
The discussion highlighted the Asia Pacific's emerg
power competition, often referred to as the ‘new Co
U.S. now focus heavily on countering China’s re
military and economic alliances reminiscent of t
complex scenario has triggered a range of econ
activities across the Asia Pacific, with all member st
security interests. The webinar also explored how t
significance of smaller and remote island nations
overall state of relations between the major pow:
region.

For details:

https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-emerging-alliances-i
strategic-stability/


https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-emerging-alliances-in-the-asia-pacific-impact-on-strategic-stability/
https://ciss.org.pk/ciss-report-on-emerging-alliances-in-the-asia-pacific-impact-on-strategic-stability/

CISS BLOG

CISS blog works as a forum to feature a variety of expert opinions a
inspiring analyses on events and issues having national and internation
significance. We welcome well written shades of opinion covering a wi
spectrum of strategic, geopolitical, diplomatic, and geoeconomics spheres.



CISS
Publications




Research Paper

US Military Posture in the Asia-Pacific and its Impact on Regional Stability by Syed
Ali Abbas, Amna Saqib and Maryyum Masood

History of Nuclear Test Moratoria by NWS: Possible Lessons for the Current Issues
By Fakhar Alam

Evolving Regional Strategic Environment and Pakistan’s Pursuit to Maintain
Strategic Equilibrium by Dr. Rahat Igbal, Mobeen Jafar Mir and Dr Muhammadi

Opinion Articles

21st Century Arsenal: Laser Weapons and Future of Warfare
By Amna Saqib and Syed Ali Abbas

Geostrategic Chess: An Array of Indo-Russia-China-US Interests
By Anum A Khan

Implications of Indian Agni-V Test on Regional Strategic Stability
By Abdul Moiz Khan

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC): Too Little, Too Late?
by Abdul Moiz Khan

Nuclear Energy Summit in Brussels & the Way Forward
By Dr. Rahat Igbal

AUKUS Emergence: Navigating the Dynamics from Security to Insecurity in the Asia-
Pacific, By Murad Ali

Future of Arms Control in South Asia By Yasir Hussain
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Why Iran and Israel Tread Carefully?, By Dr. Rahat Igbal and Murad Al

Analyzing the Impacts of Indian ‘Network of Extra-territorial Assassinations’ and
Human Rights Violations, By Dr Muhammadi

AT's Oppenheimer Moment: Establishing Regulations, By Anum A. Khan and
Muhammad Ali Baig

Nuclear Power Sparking Green Revolution for Net Zero
By Dr. Rahat Igbal

Nuclearization of South Asia, By Yasir Hussain

Is there a Chance for Peace with Pakistan if Modi Gets a Third Term
By Samran Ali and Dr Rahat Igbal

The Different Paths to Pakistan-India Relations under Modi 3.0
By Abdul Moiz Khan

Is India’s Pursuit of Technological Autonomy Reshaping Modern Warfare?

Averting Nuclear Catastrophe: Multilateral Paths to Preventing Weapons Testing By
Fakhar Alam and Samran Ali

India’s MIRV Development — A Latent Counter-space Capability
By Maryyum Masood

Generative Artificial Intelligence and Deterrence Stability between India and Pakistan
By Anum A Khan

What Does Afghanistan after 3 years of Taliban Rule Mean for China-Pakistan
Relations? By Syed Ali Abbas and Maryyum Masood

What does it mean to have an Indian Naval Base in Minicoy? By Murad Ali
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World Must Agree Nuclear Plants are off limits Even in Wartime: A Lesson From
Pakistan-India, By Abdul Moiz Khan

Indian Nuclear Buildup and Implications for Pakistan
By Dr Muhammadi and Yasir Hussain

What Australia’s quest for nuclear-powered submarines tells us
By Syed Ali Abbas and Amna Saqib

Ukraine’s Kursk Incursion — A New Escalation in the Russia-Ukraine Contflict
By Syed Ali Abbas and Amna Saqib

Lapses in Indian Nuclear Security Mechanism and its Broader Implications
By Dr. Rahat Igbal and Murad Ali

Pakistan Navy Inducts Two State-of-the-Art Ships Into Its Fleet
By Syed Ali Abbas

India’s Disinformation Campaign: Policy Options for Pakistan
By Shahwana Binte Sohail

Unregulated Indian Radioactive Material By Dr Rizwana Abbasi

India’s Shift to Theater Commands: Response Options for Pakistan
By Syed Ali Abbas and Amna Saqib

Situation in Bangladesh and its Implications By Syed Ali Abbas

The Domino Effects of US Unconditional Support to Israel on Indian Maha-Bharat
Doctrine By Anum A Khan and Muhammad Ali Baig

India’s integration of autonomous weapons raises complex legal, ethical and security
issues By Muhammad Ali Baig
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Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director (ED) CISS, talked on
Pakistan's strategic environment, at [ISS, London

Ms Anum A Khan, Associate Director Research (ADR) talked on Arms Control,
at FASS Air University

Ms Anum A Khan, Associate Director Research (ADR) talked on ‘Should
Pakistan and India Conduct Trade and Transit Trade?’ — Next Gen Strategic
Cohort at ISSI Islamabad

M Ali Baig, Research Officer (RO) spoke on ‘Strategic Stability in South Asia:
The Impact of Indian Military Modernization — A Case Study on Lethal
Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS), Webinar, at Global Defense Insight

Ms Anum A Khan, Associate Director Research (ADR) talked on Imperatives of
Nuclear Energy for Pakistan at CISS AJK Webinar

Syed Ali Abbas, Research Officer spoke on “Information warfare, Case Study
of Israel-Palestine Contlict, at Fatima Jinnah Women University Webinar

Abdul Moiz Khan, Research Officer, presented his paper on Escalation
dynamics in Cyberspace at SVI's National Conference on Disruptive
Technologies

Abdul Moiz Khan, Research Officer, talked at NextGen Workshop by ISSI
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